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Materials Study Guide
1. What is the largest single item found in landfills?  Paper
2. There are four ways to handle garbage once it is generated. They are: 
Composting, recycling, incineration, landfilling

3. What two items are recycled most frequently? Cardboard and aluminum cans
4. Before recycling what is the best way to reduce waste? Source reduction
5. Analyzing all of the material, energy and pollution factors that go into the production,  

    transportation, and disposal of an item is referred to as… Life cycle analysis
6. Give some examples of physical properties? Color and Texture
7.  If I were to make an outdoor chair what material would I use? Granite
 8. What is the difference between the older landfills and the current sanitary landfills? Clay liner
 9. Give an example of a chemical change rust
10.  What effects the amount of waste you generate? Geographic location, Size of family, Age 

11. How can leachates impact the environment? Polluting ground water
 12.  What is source reduction? Buying or using less materials
13. The rotting of organic material, such as food waste is called? Composting
14.  True or False? Plastic breaks down over time. False
15.  Name 4 renewable resources? Biomass, water, wind and solar
16. What is the purpose of the Environmental Protection Agency?
Protect human health and the environment
17. Why doesn’t garbage decompose when placed in a landfill?
It is tightly packed and lacks oxygen.
18. What is a disadvantage of recycling?

Can require more energy to create a new product

19. Product life cycle analysis is important because…
It gives a more complete picture of a product’s impact on the environment 
20. How does recycling and source reduction figure into an integrated waste management program?
Controls waste to lessen the use of landfills
