Rainey Miller
 6th Grade Science and Social Studies
Phone #: 558-3014
Email: rmiller@cr.k12.ia.us
Extra Copies of Assignments/ Due Dates: http://team63science.weebly.com/
Online Textbook at: http://ebooks.lab-aids.com/student-resources
                                                                                  Username: cedarradpidsschools                 Password: science

Welcome to Team 63 Science!
Hello, my name is Rainey Miller and I am your 6th grade science teacher.  I am originally from Cedar Rapids, and graduated from the University of Northern Iowa.  This is my third year back to Roosevelt after a leave of 3 years. I held the Team 63 science position from 2007- 2009.  When I moved to Minneapolis and I taught Science at a charter school and at Science Museum of Minnesota. In my adventures, I have also taught special education at Springville Elementary and 8th grade Science at a private school in Guatemala City, Guatemala and instructed at the Science Station for 7 years.  I love to travel. I have visited over 14 different countries and lived in 3 (Guatemala, Brazil and Germany.)  Summer of 2012 I was lucky enough to go to Space Camp.
Units

What is Science? Discovering what Science is, how to conduct accurate investigations and process the data.

My Body and Me- Learning the various organs of the human body and how they work together.  During the unit we will become doctors and form our own clinic.
Materials- What happens when I throw away my milk carton? In this unit we will be examining waste and looking at responsible disposal of everything we come into contact with on a regular basis.

Earth and the Solar System- Space the final frontier……  We will be looking at how the sun, earth and moon 
interact to create night, day, moon phases and eclipses.  We will also explore the other planets of the solar system and space object beyond.

Grading

Grades will be updated regularly on Power School, the school’s electronic grade book.  20% of your grade will be made up of your labs, in-class work and homework.  Tests and quizzes count for 60%; MY Science 10%.  The remaining 10% of your grade will be based upon your participation in class.  Participation will be added at the end of the trimester. 99% of the time it will end up not changing or increasing a student’s grade.
You may fix, change, add, retake or redo any assignment or quiz.  There is no extra credit offered in Science. 
Assignments
On average, there are 1-3 homework assignments per week.  Most of the homework assignments your students will receive in Science Class will be RACE assignments.  RACE is a structure to help students to remember how to write a complete answer to a Science Question.  Generally responses are about 5-7 sentences long. The question for the assignment connects to the activity presented in class and the concept we are working on at that time.  Where students: 


Restate the question- say a little bit of the question in the answer


Answer- write what you think the answer is


Cite Evidence- give reasoning on why they think it is the correct answer and give and example from 
class that supports their answer.

Explain/ Extend- Say how the evidence cited proves the answer to the question and then connect the 

concept to something else they know
If your student is stuck ask them what they were doing or talking about in class that day.  Or they can send me an email many nights I check my school email. Below is some basic information on RACE homework.
Science Response Rubric

(The rubric used to score RACE assignments, writing skills, content and accuracy are in separate sections)

	Score
	Writing Process:

(Spelling, grammar, punctuation, complete sentences)
	Score
	Claims, Evidence, & reasoning

RACE
	Score
	Accuracy of Information in Writing

	5
	No Errors
	5
	States main idea (claim); 1-3 facts, data or evidence to support claim; connects concept to prior learning, explains in greater detail
	10
	The claim is accurate with data that is within acceptable accuracy.

	4
	1-2 Errors
	4
	States main idea (claim); has 1-3 facts, data, evidence to support claim
	8
	The claim is accurate, and the data slightly off of what should be found in the experiment.

	3
	3-4 Errors
	3
	States Main idea (claim); has 1-3 facts and data, does not connect evidence to claim
	6
	The claim is inaccurate but the data is within acceptable accuracy

	2
	5-8 Errors
	2
	States main idea (claim), but lacks evidence, facts or data
	4
	The claim is accurate, and the data drastically off of what should be found in the experiment.

	1
	9 or more Errors
	1
	Missing main idea (claim), lacks evidence, or states opinion as fact
	2
	The claim is inaccurate but the data is slightly off of what should be found in the experiment.

	0
	Illegible or Missing
	0
	No connection to the question or missing
	0
	Claim and data inaccurate


	Green- Restate and

Answer the Question= Topic Sentence

A full sentence answer to the question
	

	Yellow- Cite Evidence=Big Idea

Information/data that supports your answer
	

	Red- Explain/Extend=Tell Me More

Tell how your evidence backs up your answer and makes connections.

Example, Experience,

Elaborate, Explanation
	

	Yellow- Cite Evidence=Big Idea
	

	Red- Explain/Extend=Tell Me More
	

	Green- Conclusion
	


MY Science Skills (MYSci)
Every Tuesday (except for during Code Blue) you will have a MY Science Skills worksheet due.  Next to each multiple choice question you need to put down your reasoning for why you feel the choice you selected is correct.  If you do not put down reasoning I will not accept the assignment on time.  If needed, you may use any resource to answer the questions.  
Daily Warm Ups

Every day at the beginning of class there is a question on the board as students enter.  They need to answer the question and explain why they think that answer is correct.  The warm ups are not counted into student’s grades but do count as missing work.  Students can make up missed days by using the Warm Up Copies posted in my classroom after school, at lunch or during work time.
Late Assignments

Late homework assignments will be noted in your student’s planner.  If you see the science box circled with an MA that means your student did not turn in the homework assignment collected in class that day.  If your student does not have a planner please expect a phone call home from your student to notify you to help them remember to complete it.  

Homework is NOT optional at Roosevelt.  Although late work will be accepted, it will not be given full credit.  Late work will be deducted by 10% if handed in late.  Students who fail to complete assignments on the due date will be required to come in either at lunch or after school to complete it. Any assignment that is plagiarized will result in a 0.
Be Prepared for Success!  Bring to every class:

Planner
Accordion Folder

At least 2 Pencils

Notebook Paper
Free Reading Book

Your Science Journal is to be kept in class, but can be taken home if arrangements have been made with Ms. Miller.

My Job As a Teacher

1. Maximize teaching and learning time
2. Follow rules and notice behaviors 

3. Redirect when rules are broken

4. Keep it impersonal

5. Be fair and consistent and address all behavior

6. Keep it positive and acknowledge successes
Your Job As a Student

1. Maximize teaching and learning time

2. Follow rules and notice own behaviors 

3. Accept any and all redirections

4. Keep it impersonal

5. Be fair and consistent and fix mistakes

6. Keep it positive and respond to cues

 A quality student is….

1. Safe
- Follows Directions 

- Keeps hands and feet to self

- When in doubt about what to 
   do next, they ask

- Asks before trying a new idea

- No Gum, Food or Drink in the classroom

- Wears goggles when asked to

- Follows all lab safety precautions (safety contract)

2. Respectful
- Takes turns speaking

- Cleans up their own mess

- Respects the rights and the   

   possessions of others

- Respects the facilities

- Focuses on work in class and  

   social life outside of class

- Uses appropriate language 
   (Can you say that to Ms.  Pino and she    

      would be OK with it?)
- Electronics off 
3. Responsible
- Hands in assignments on time

- Is prepared for class

- Does their own work (own    

   thoughts and ideas)

- Asks for help

- Uses the restroom between 
   classes

- If absent, they are responsible 
  and make up the work

[image: image1.png]Safety Contract

o Lwill fallow the safety guidefines of m teacher.

« Il kaep my work avea neat and freeof unnecessary papers, basks, and materil.  will kgp my clothing and
N neat and out of the way, and | wil wear a safety apron ancfor gloves i necessary.

hriow the locatian of ll safety equipment (such asthe fie extinquisher and fistaid i and of the nearest
telephone. )

« Lmust wear safaty goggles when haadling chamicals, working with flme,or performing any other activy that
miight cause harm to my eyes.

1 Wil nat use chemicals, hea, elecricty, o sharp abjects untf my teachet nstacts me to do s, ad then il
Fallow my.instructor’s directions carefully,

« I will be especially caiaful whea using glassware. When heating glesswore, | will meke sure that it is made of
Restresistant materis, and  wil neve use cracked o chiped glssswore.

« ) wil wash my hands immediately after handling hazardous matenals. | will clean up &l v;ﬂ!ﬁ areas before | feave
the laburatory, put away ail equipment and supplies, and torn off allwatet faucets, gas autees, bumars, snd

. electric hot plates. e

Having understood and agreed to the above and all ather safety precautions
presented-to me in this class, | am hereby ready to practice safety in the science
classroom from this day forward.





Remove and Return this page to Ms. Miller by Sept 13.
I have read and understand the class information and guidelines in this packet.  

Student Signature ____________________________________________ Date _______                  

Parent Signature _____________________________________________ Date _______
Do you plan to attend Parent Night September 17th?   ______ Yes            _______ No        _______ Maybe
